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The Cultural Routes of Council of Europe
Launched by the Council of Europe in 1987, the Cultural Routes demonstrate, by means of a journey through space 
and time, how the heritage of the different countries and cultures of Europe contributes to a shared and living cultural 
heritage. The Routes are networks promoting the principles which underline all the works and values of the Council of 
Europe: human rights, democracy, cultural diversity, mutual understanding and exchanges across boundaries. They 
act as channels for intercultural dialogue and promote a better knowledge and understanding of European history.
In 2016, we count 32 Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, with very different themes that illustrate European 
memory, history and heritage and contribute to an interpretation of the diversity of present-day Europe.

impressionisms
routes

Candidate for certification as  
The CulTural rouTe of The CounCil of europe



Région
parisienne

Auvergne

Bretagne

Côte
d’Azur

Lisboa

A Coruña

Santander

Pont-Aven

Lorient

Brest

Belle-Isle-
en-Mer

Honfleur
Deauville
Trouville

Rouen

Dieppe

Giverny Auvers-sur-Oise

Argenteuil
Pontoise

Bougival Paris
Yerres

Barbizon

Moret-sur-Loing
Fontainebleau

Grez-sur-Loing

Essoyes

Genève

Lausanne

Fribourg
Berne

Montreux

Bâle
Zurich St-Gall

Amden

St-Moritz

Chiusa/Klausen
Maloja

Arco

Milano

Rivara

Torino

Livorno
Lucca

Rossignano-
Marittimo

Pergentina

Genova

Bordighera

Castiglioncello
Firenze

Rimini

Venezia

Škofja Loka

Ljubljana

Roma

Resina (Ercolano)

Posillipo Napoli

Capri

Palermo

Barletta
Tirana

Athens

Cavtat

Dubrovnik

Sofia

Istanbul

Bucarest

Zagreb

Sarajevo

Belgrade

Szolnok

Baia Mare (Nagybánya)

Lublin

Budapest

Szentendre

Bratislava

VienneSalzburg
Murnau am 
Staffelsee

München

Karlsruhe

Grötzingen
Neukastel

Darmstadt

Francfort
Kronberg

Willinghausen

Weimar
Dresden

Kamenický
Okoř

Praha

Hostišov

Krakow

Kazimierz Dolny

Warsawa

Minsk

Kiev

Smolensk 
(Talashkino)

Vilnius

Nida/Nidden

Riga

Tallinn

Helsinki

Turku Porvoo (Borga)
Saint-Petersbourg

Abramtsevo

Moscou

Äland Önningeby

Sandhamn
Stockholm

Oslo (Christiania)Mont-Kolssas

Sandvika

Varberg

Skagen

Copenhagen

Bornholm

Odense

Fåborg

Hiddensee
Arenshoop

Schwaan

Rostock

Berlin

Hamburg

Worpswede
Bremen

Schwalenberg

Düsseldorf

TervurenBruxelles
St-Martin-Latem

Gand
Anvers

Dienze
Termonde

Ostende
Domburg Dordrecht

Zweeloo

Laren
Oosterbeck

Renkum

Katwijk
Scheveningen La Haye

Rotterdam

Zaandham
Edam-

Volendam

Amsterdam

Norwich

Walberswick

London

Brighton

Isle of Wight 
(Cowes)

Salisbury

Newlyn

Saint-Ives

Penarth
Cardiff

Dublin

Pollexfen-in-Sligo

Glasgow

Le Havre
Étretat

FécampCherbourgGuernesey

Jersey

Île de Ré

Pornic

Laval

Bordeaux

Montpellier

Banyuls

Crozant Fresselines

Arles Aix-en-
Provence

Marseille

Cagnes-
sur-Mer

Villefranche-
sur-Mer

Antibes
Saint-
Tropez

Nice Vintimille

San Sebastian

Madrid

Valencia

Sitges

Barcelona

Málaga

Sevilla

Zumaia

9 782369 370802

28.90 € 
ISBN 978-2-36937-080-2

The ImpressIonIsT movemenT In europe
a major contribution to the building of european cultural identity
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Eau & Lumière was settled in 2009 as a non for profit 
organization under the French law «Association loi 1901». Its 
main purpose are to promote the outstanding cultural heritage 
and touristic values of those landscapes and places painted by 
the landscape painters from the middle of the 19th century to the 
middle of the 20th century, particularly the Impressionists.

To achieve these purpose, Eau & Lumière works :
•   �To value those landscapes and all related activities: art 

schools, art festivals, folk events and all practices from local 
traditions.

•   �To federate all places in Europe, painted by those landscape-
painters and the corresponding communities.

•   �To promote, in coordination with local communities, an 
innovating and ethical tourism.

•   �To generate initiatives, public or private, French or European, 
to encourage the knowledge of this unique cultural and 
social heritage.

Eau & Lumière is carrying out two major projects :
•   �The inscription of the sites that have been immortalized by 

the outdoors painting artists on the UNESCO world heritage 
list,

•   �In parallel, the certification of «Impressionnisms Routes»© 
as a Cultural Route by the Council of Europe.

The «Impressionisms Routes»© aims to create and make live 
links between the sites that inspired artists, where they lived and 
worked, museums that shelter their works... The aim is also to 
develop a european shared culture.
The chosen structure is to set up a network of routes dedicated 
to the most representative landscape-painters, who participated 
in the development of European heritage... 
All of them took largely a part in the movement of ideas that 
crossed Europe in the late 19th  century challenging political 
boundaries and established powers.
This set of routes will be run on the model of Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe. Each step of these roads obviously 
will shared tourism and economic benefits generated by active 
promotion at European level.
The achievement and the management of each route is given 
to a community «network leader», lawful, whose mission is 
to build an «artistic and tourist product», linking the various 
communities concerned and highlighting their specificities and 
their impressionist heritage as painted sites, marked trails, artists’ 
and workshop’ houses, museums ...
Such a network will have a brand labeled at European level. It will 
facilitate young people’s access to culture and to the European 
memory and allow enriching exchanges. That means to promote 
a new touristic inspiration based on modern techniques, multiple 
and effective ...
Twelve roads are introduced here, ten others are planned. Six 
European countries are now partners in Eau & Lumière: 
Germany, Spain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia.
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