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The Cultural Routes of Council of Europe
Launched by the Council of Europe in 1987, the Cultural Routes demonstrate, by means of a journey through space 
and time, how the heritage of the different countries and cultures of Europe contributes to a shared and living cultural 
heritage. The Routes are networks promoting the principles which underline all the works and values of the Council of 
Europe: human rights, democracy, cultural diversity, mutual understanding and exchanges across boundaries. They 
act as channels for intercultural dialogue and promote a better knowledge and understanding of European history.
In 2016, we count 32 Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe, with very different themes that illustrate European 
memory, history and heritage and contribute to an interpretation of the diversity of present-day Europe.
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The Impressionist movement in Europe
a major contribution to the building of european cultural identity

12 impressionists routes

artists

courses

10 itineraries in progress

Eugène Boudin

Franz Bunke & Schwaan

Ivan Grohar

Armand Guillaumin

Francisco Llorens Diaz

The Macchiaioli

Claude Monet

Berthe Morisot

Camille Pissarro

Pierre-Auguste Renoir

Alfred Sisley

Jan Toorop

Eau & Lumière was settled in 2009 as a non for profit 
organization under the French law «Association loi 1901». Its 
main purpose are to promote the outstanding cultural heritage 
and touristic values of those landscapes and places painted by 
the landscape painters from the middle of the 19th century to the 
middle of the 20th century, particularly the Impressionists.

To achieve these purpose, Eau & Lumière works :
•   �To value those landscapes and all related activities: art 

schools, art festivals, folk events and all practices from local 
traditions.

•   �To federate all places in Europe, painted by those landscape-
painters and the corresponding communities.

•   �To promote, in coordination with local communities, an 
innovating and ethical tourism.

•   �To generate initiatives, public or private, French or European, 
to encourage the knowledge of this unique cultural and 
social heritage.

Eau & Lumière is carrying out two major projects :
•   �The inscription of the sites that have been immortalized by 

the outdoors painting artists on the UNESCO world heritage 
list,

•   �In parallel, the certification of «Impressionnisms Routes»© 
as a Cultural Route by the Council of Europe.

The «Impressionisms Routes»© aims to create and make live 
links between the sites that inspired artists, where they lived and 
worked, museums that shelter their works... The aim is also to 
develop a european shared culture.
The chosen structure is to set up a network of routes dedicated 
to the most representative landscape-painters, who participated 
in the development of European heritage... 
All of them took largely a part in the movement of ideas that 
crossed Europe in the late 19th  century challenging political 
boundaries and established powers.
This set of routes will be run on the model of Cultural Routes 
of the Council of Europe. Each step of these roads obviously 
will shared tourism and economic benefits generated by active 
promotion at European level.
The achievement and the management of each route is given 
to a community «network leader», lawful, whose mission is 
to build an «artistic and tourist product», linking the various 
communities concerned and highlighting their specificities and 
their impressionist heritage as painted sites, marked trails, artists’ 
and workshop’ houses, museums ...
Such a network will have a brand labeled at European level. It will 
facilitate young people’s access to culture and to the European 
memory and allow enriching exchanges. That means to promote 
a new touristic inspiration based on modern techniques, multiple 
and effective ...
Twelve roads are introduced here, ten others are planned. Six 
European countries are now partners in Eau & Lumière: 
Germany, Spain, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Slovenia.

Stadt Schwaan (1928) 
Franz Bunke

Le mélèze (1904) 
Ivan Grohar

Le pont de Moret (1893) 
Alfred Sisley

Paisaje de As Mariñas (1921) 
 Francisco Llorens Diaz

Champs de coquelicots près de Vétheuil (1879) 
Claude Monet


